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Satoko Yoshida obtained her PhD thesis in 2001 (A. Watanabe, The University of Tokyo) where 
she worked on leaf senescence in Arabidopsis. After a post doc in the Sainsbury Laboratory in 
UK and University of Munich in Germany, working on molecular mechanisms of plant 
symbiosis with nitrogen-fixing bacteria and arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (2001-2006; M. 
Parniske), she moved to RIKEN in Yokohama, Japan, and started the work of parasitic plants 
as a research scientist (2006-2016, K. Shirasu). She became an associate professor in Nara 
Institute of Science and Technology at 2016, and established her own group. Since 2020, she 
is a full professor in the same institute. Her main research focus is elucidation of molecular 
mechanisms of interaction between hosts and parasitic plants in Orobanchaceae, 
especially Striga and Phtheirospermum japonicum. 
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